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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Thi's research report was drafted by t,he Af ¢
synthesizing insights from one hundred and fiftglephone interviews with women
peacebuiders and negotiators from eightrovinces of Afghanistan (Badakhshan, Kandahar,

Hera, Helmand, Paktia, Nangarhar, KabBhlkh). It was conducted at a critical juncture, as the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GolRA) entered into talks with the Taliban.

Since the beginning of the United States talks it Taliban, wonen across Afghanistan have
increased their voice for women participation in peace processes as equal citizen of the country

in welcoming the possibility of peace, while raising concerns that their rights may be
compromised if the process is conducted higsand they are not substantially represented. This
policy brief aims to ensure that women’s Vvoidc
during the intraAfghan peace process.

Several key themes emerged from the interviews conducted for thegurereport:

Participantslefined peace as the restoration of communities living in harmonious relationships
and the creation of social systemthat serve the needs of both the family and the community.
The women peacebuilders also highlighted the impocerof creating an environment of
tolerance and acceptance.

Participants believe thahe Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan signed between the
USand the Taliban on 29 February 20B@s no real benefit for Afghangarticularly not for men

and women in rural areas. Almost all participants indicate that violence has escalated in the
provinces and civilian causalities have increased. While women insisted on peace talk as only
option for some stability ingighty-five per cent of women participants hold a negative opinion
toward the dealbetween the US and the Taliban, while only seven per cent remain positive and
expect a good result. These women peacebuilder call for further transparency and tangible
results.

The wanen interviewed argg I NB NB3IF NRAYy 3 GKS ¢ f SoThigfypesi LJ2 (0 Sy
cent of respondents are concerned that the group may revert to its old behaviour, seen during

their time in power. The women who were interviewed also expressed aéwghdf uncertainty

and concern in regard to the Taliban’s stance
liberties, highlighting the violence and abuses that women are subjected to in areas under the
Taliban control.

Women peacebuildergbject to the current minimal role of women in the peace process,
describing it as a policy of “tokenism.” They
process is essential in order to lead the country towards successful, sustainable, and durable
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peace. Frther, women peacebuilders noted ttaitical role of local guarantorén ensuring real
and lasting peace.

Finally, the women interviewedlighlighted the devastating health and economic impact of
COVIDBLY, noting the difficulties pandemic has raised inithgeacebuilding work.

The following recommendations emerged from the discussions with women peacebuilders:

1 Women should be involved at all levels of peace processasluding during the post
peace agreement phase. Women should be part of designmglementing, and
monitoring the postpeace processes and development programme. Women in rural and
remote communities have diverse experience that can complement what is offered by
other groups of women and men in national level.

1 The GolRA and the inteational community should fully invest in building linkages
between urban and rural communitiesThis will help to rally all Afghans behind any
peace process and make it a success.

1 Sufficient investment should be made in building local capacities partcularly women
mediators and peacebuilders, which will help women on the provincial and district levels
to play a vital role in maintaining peace on the local and central levels.

9 Reduction of violence should not be limited to international forces and thaliban.The
cessation of violence must extend to local communities. Continuous violence in remote,
conflictprone provinces does not only take the lives of women but damages their
capacity and ability to help other women within their community.

1 Transpaency at all levels of peace talks is necessary to build public confideéemen
are important development and peace partners who should be engaged in peace and
postpeace processed.

f Guaranteeing access to education and employment, and safeguarding %o & NR& 3 K (i
in any peace agreement is not only a call from urban wonmaut a demand from rural
women peacebuilders living in remote provinces. Basic rights and freedoms need to be
guaranteed by the GolRA and international partners supporting the peacegsoc
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INTRODUCTION

Research has shown that the participation of women in pea®gotiationsand processes is
critical to the success of any pedmiilding process; there is a twenpgr cent increase in the
probability of a peace agreement lasting at least two yeginen women are involvedand a
thirty-five per cent increase in the probdity of it lasting at least fifteegears.

Women also have different experiences of conflict,veell as different coping mechanisms and
resolution strategies, thus bringing a unique and vital perspective to peace negotiations.

Despite several gl obal policy documents reaff
participation in peacebuildingral peacekeeping efforts, including the 1995 Beijing Platform of

Action, the 2000 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325), and ten women,
peace and security resolutiodgrogress has been made, though very slowly and hesitantly. In
Afghanistan, where conflict has been a constant part of the daily life since the adoption of the
UNSCR325 and consequent national action plans, there have been only halting and inconsistent
efforts to engage women in forging peace.

Afghanistan has been e@ped to the scourge of protracted conflict for almost four decades and

women have, in many ways, borne the brunt of this conflict. Millions of women have been
widowed or have lost loved ones, millions other uprooted from their place of origin along their
families while many more have been deprived of their basic rights, including the right to
education, work and access to healthcare services across the country. Aéghiaitiatives such

as the National Action Plan (NAP) on UNSCR 1325, in theory, shalilde s s women’ s s
by mainstreaming their roles in decisiomaking in conflict and postonflict arenas of relief and
recovery, while also safeguarding women’s sa
relevant political processes. However,wem * s r ol e i n the Afghan peac
involving only four women in the Reputdin negotiating team of total twentgne participants.

Little has been done to ensure that the negotiating team and decision makers are connected to

t he womeghtss movement s. Il ntegration of gende
engagement with women’s <ci vi | missiogandeebky i nt o t h
This dearth of women’s involvement is to the

lasting peace. Women peacebuilders, particularly women in rural areas, can bring diverse
perspectives and priorities to the negotiation table. Rural women are impacted by conflict in ways
which differ from those experienced by men, and certainly, by wornelarger cities. This is
beyond any argument over the urbaaral divide. It is not about disagreement, but rather the
equal right of all Afghan women to shape the future of their country based on their different
experiences of conflict. The role of woma remote provinces is key to ensuring durable peace
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at both the local and national levels, and needs to be recognized as essential to reweaving the
social fabric of Afghan society in the aftermath of the conflict.

Following the Agreement for Bringingd&te to Afghanistan signed between the United States
and the Taliban on 29 February 2020, many women in Afghanistan fear that a Taliban return to
power would once again subject women to different forms of oppression and exclusion, similar

to the Tallbanregn i n the 1990s. Many Afghan women’s
strongly beliee* that the Taliban have not changed their positions on oppression of women. This
stems from their orhe-gr ound experience of women still be

continued targeting of girls schoalnfueneend won
and control. The lack of clarity over the ongoing peace process between the GolRA and the
Taliban, the stalemate on an intfghan peace process, and escalating violence heightens
Af ghan women’'s concerns overn’'tsher dlug uirre iotf. t h

Addressing these ongoing concerns, tWsomen & Peaceroject has engaged local women
peacebuilders and mediators to highlight, capacitate and mainstream their voices in the peace
talks and pospeace settlement.

Building on our earlieexperiences in local peacebuilding with women Shuras and grassroots
women leaders in various pvoices, the AWEC has engaged three hundred eigtty-one
women in eight provinces (Badakhshan, Kandahar, Herat, Helmand, Paktia, Nangarhar, Kabul,
Balkh) as pa of the project.

To inform upcoming political dialogues and the ir&Bghan peace procesis policy brief aims

to bring the unheard perspectives of women peacebuilders in rural Afghanistan to the
attention of the relevant authorities including GolR, the State Ministry for Peace, the Afghan
government negotiation team, the international community, advocacy groups, policymakers, and
potential thought leaders.

Thefirst sectionof this policy brieexamines the critical role women peacebuilders playthe
community levelto promote and support sustainable peace efforts. Beeond sectiomutlines

the perspectives of rural women peacebuilders in relation to the current peace talksefinal
sectionbriefly highlights the ways in whigscalating cses, including the COVAIO pandemic

and ongoing insecurity, are exacerbating local conflict and stalling peace effarihin
communities. This added layer of analysis is critical to understanding the further efforts that will
be required to reach womengacebuilders and engage their voices for peace amid the ongoing
pandemic and conflict. The paper concludes wigtsommendations offered by the women
peacebuilders surveyed.

It is worth noting that COVHD9 has impacted both the scope of the project and #ctivities of
the rural women peacebuilders involved. Pandemalated lockdowns and quarantine measures
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in Afghanistan have restricted the movement of all people, including women peacebuilders.
Precautious measures have limited women ability to readit@aonstituencies and forced them
to focus on health emergencies and crises within their families. Nonetheless, our engagement
has continued through the available channels, adapting as necessary to accommodate the
participants’ avildiesktdadme.l i ty and responsib

METHODOLOGY

In order to gain better insight into the roles of rural women peacebuilders across Afghanistan,
the AWEC initially planned to conduct group discussions andtfafaee interviews in Balkh,
Badakhshan, Helmand, Herat, Kandalkabul, Nangarhar and Paktia. These provinces had been
selected after careful deliberation, taking both demographic and secanomic conditions into
account. However, due to COVIB-related movement restrictions, lockdowns and a ban on
gatherings, AWEEbuld not implement this plan. Instead AWEC adapted methodology and hold
telephone interviews with one hundred and fifprominent, active women peacebuilders in the
aforementioned provinces.

The women who took part in the interviews and discussion eassare grassroots women
peacebuilders and mediators with diverse experience at community and provincial level. This
includes experience mediating as members of local Community Development C@Gmxis
resolving intrafamily disputes and communiigve conflicts, as well as mediating with armed
groups, including the Taliban. These peacebuilders actively promote plurality and inclusiveness
in their communities.

The women interviewed are also active in addressing local women councils, Jirgas andoBhuras,

i ssues of women’s and girl s’ r i-bgsed violencea. Foc | u di r
security purposes, this paper does not include the real names of participants, nor disclose their
location beyond indicating their province.

AWEC selected @iverse pool of women from a range of age groups (Figure 1) and professions
to solicit their perspectives on the previous peace talks between the United States and the
Taliban, and the GoIRA and the Taliban. The interviews also assessed howl @0a4Dpacted

their daily lives and their grassroots efforts on conflict resolution.
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FIGURE
Participant Age

47%

m20-30 ®m30-45 mAbove 45

AWEC prepared a questionnaire comprisedveénty-five questions that gide the interview
process ando enable us tobetter understandthe role and contribution of these women
peacebuilders in their respective regions. The sstnictured interviews provide an insight into
the life experience, peaetstering work, and knowledge of peace mediation of local women
peacebuilders.

KEY FINDINGS

The findings of this policy brief are categorized into three main thematic areas, as discussed
below.

A. Afghan women peacebuilders’ approaches to conflict resolution

Studies have shown that men and women generally have distinct styles on conflict maragem
Women are more likely to adopt cooperative conflict management methods such as
collaboration, compromising, or avoiding, while men usually use competing or avoiding
strategies. Women play a critical part in peace building through four key roles:

“ F tas axtivists and advocates for peace, women wage conflicviaantly by pursuing

democracy and human rights. Secondly, as peacekeepers and relief aid workers, women
contribute to reducing direct violence. Thirdly, as mediators, trauma healing coorssell

and policymaker s, women work to ‘“transfor
violence. Lastly, as educators and participants in the development process, women
contribute to building the capacity of their communities and nations to prevent violent
confd ict.?"”
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There is much to be | earned from women peaceb
played a key role in bringing to an end a yea
the Women in Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET) and theaMarRi ver Women'’' s Peac
(MARWOPNET) helped bringing together rebel and government representatives to the
negotiating table, resulting in a ceasefire between the warring paftiésese groups monitored

and observed peace talks and staged a silentgatooutside the venue where peace talks were

held. When the peace negotiations stalled, the women blocked the exits and refused to let the
negotiators out of the venue until progress was made.

Similarly, women have played prominent and meaningful roldsoth the formal and informal

tracks of the peace process in the Philippireshi ch can serve as a preced
role in Afghan peace talks. The potential efficacy of such roles women played in formal and
informal processes is further suppted by the role played by women in peace talks in Burdndi,

where they have been both actors and agents of change and peace at grassroots level.

Afghan women have a rich tradition of contributing to the waging and development of their
communities. Thoughout Afghani st an’ s°abligniidamt role jn thaw o me n
fastchanging political and security context and socioeconomic situation of the country. Women
have advocated peace, equal soci al n avists)s and
politicians, | ocal medi ators, judges, teacher
formal business sectors are significant.

However, the recognition of women as key stakeholders in the current peace process has been
very limited. Tle role ofgrassrootavomen peacebuilders, in particular, is far from the spotlights

of the national and international peace negotiations, where the Taliban tend to make headlines.
If women are brought up, the focus is almost exclusively on women actividtse capital.
Keeping women in a shadow and underestimating them as a real local level influencer is a
significant missed opportunity. Womedad peace initiatives countrywide are crucial in building

a culture of sust ai nab luguring thenex genegpiion.e n  wo me n

S

Speaking to women activists at the local level, the peacebuilders indicated that the primary
victims'© of any conflict are women, ahey not only lost their dear ones in conflict but left
suddenly with breadwinning task asis@aretakers of the family, in situation where society is yet

not ready to embrace this new role. Therefore, women believe that Afghan women should be
given a key role in the design and implementation phase of -postlict processes and
peacebuilding adtities. Jan Bibi, a local peacebuilder from Kandahazsaidt § KS ¢ ft Aol y
Afghan government delegates in Doha should not forget their sisters. We sacrificed more than
Fyez2yS StasS oY2NB DOufing & recers (Oétober g020) Mediataxstionalp £
Networking workshop held by AWEC in Kabul, women stated that their lives are gravely affected
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by the ongoing conflicts, as family members have been kidnapped or killed, their daily lives have
been disrupted and they are deprived of their basieds

Regarding to approaches and mechanisorsrésolving local conflicts, twensight per cent of
women said that they have attendedpsted orare membersof local Shuras. Fourteen per cent
said they facilitated to resolve local conflicts between families, family violence, or violence
against women through the formal governmental and dispute channels. Fourteen per cent also
indicated that they seek the assance of educated people within their community in reaching
consensus and finding solutions. Thieight per cent of women peacebuilders said that they
resolve their issues by using elderly men and women as their gifimgs Finally, six per cent
(nineout of one hundred and fiffyreferred problems to mullahs (religious scholars).

When asked how women cope with conflicts arising from forced marriages,ydgiwing, or

family violence, sixtper cent of women peacebuilders said that they resolve thigpes of

conflict through intrafamily engagements. Women also noted that they usually partake in the

| ocal tribe’s Jirgas, shoul der to shoul der
relationships béveen families. One thirtfour yearold woman fom Paktia statedd 2 S 62 YSY
understand the pain and agony behind losing our sons and loved ones. Therefore, we also
understand our role and the importance of a friendly and cordial relationship between different
GNARAOSA | YR LIS2 L} S Shefurthér hofed, @ dz81) IO ¥ VA A 1 BB £ 2 dzNJ ©
g2YSY 2F RAFTFSNBYUG FlLYATASaAa G2 AyTFidzSyOS 2 dzNJ
2dz0i GKFOG GKAA FLILINRBFOK KFa d&8AStRSR NBadz (Gaopé

B. Current peace talks as seen by Afghan women peacebuilders

The prospect of a negotiated settlement is tempting. However, if the path to sustainable and
durable peace in Afghanistan is to be reached, it is critical to understand how people across the
country- especially women in rural areasiew the current peacprocess. As noted above, there

are numerous studié$ and examples that support the link between durable and sustainable
peace and the meaningful participation of women peacebuilders. Thus, it is vital to involve both
girls and women as important partneradresources for peace. Their involvement in local peace
initiatives, civic activism, local administration, national governments, and as international
implementers is crucial to constructively shape and define peace agendas and conflict resolution
architedure.

1) Women'’s definition of peace

When asked how women perceive the notion of peace, the majority of the women respondents
expressed that they consider peace as a restoration of communities living in harmonious
relationship and the creation of social syste that responds to the needs of the families and
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communities. Women highlighted in their responses the importance of creating an environment
of tolerance and acceptance, i n which childre

Going beyond any potential peaceith the Taliban, participants comprehend peace as
something that has a positive impact on their daily lives at home, within their families and
communities- among and between themselvds. the view of Rahmat Bibi,taventy-three-year

old woman peacebuildr from Paktia province, thi¥ S| ya aLISF OS 06SisSSy G
FILYAfASaAasT Gog2 QAttl3Saszs A& ¢ KBukhad BomINangrhat A S A
said that peace i& 6 S &blé  relax when my girl and boy go to school and | amaaotied

GKFG a2YS2yS gAff aG2L) GKSYZ KIFENY (GKSYX 2N 1A

2) Reflections on the US-Taliban Agreement

Participants of this survey believe that the US and the Taliban deal has no real benefits for
Afghans, especially for men and women livingural areas are believed not to befit of the
Agreement.Almost all respondents stated that violence has escalated in the provinces and
civilian causalities have increased. Women complained that they are forced to leaviedimgs

when fighting escatas. The reason of higher number of disappointment of US Taliban
agreement was the least outcome was ceasefire. According to a recent United Nations Assistance
Mission in Aghanistan (UNAMA) reporthirty-five thousandpeople were displaced from their
homes during the October 2020 Tadit attack in Helmand, with four thousarthildren forced

to drop out of schoot?

Futther, as represented in Figure two belogighty-five per cent of women patrticipants hold a
negative opinion on the U¥aliban deal, whilenly seven per cent remain positive and expect a
good result. Five per cent of the women were hopeful that the situation will change as the peace
process moves ahead. Three per cent were confused by the ground realities, stating they did not
know what wil happen next, as the peace agreement lacked clarity and transpaténcy.

Women peacebuilders and mediators believe that the developments of the peace process do not
currently translate into tangible results, at their homes and in their communities, akeda®r

more transparency. Women respondents noted t
violence and peace talks at the same time” do:¢
most pressing need. They also expressed concern for the futiteexr children and their
mobility within their community. They further
are protected in the ongoing intrAfghan negotiations. Jan Bibi from Kandahar saig, K Sy (G K S
Taliban and the Afghan governmenteatalking in Doha, they should not forget their sisters
wg2YSYyB8s> ¢S LIAR GKS o0A33Sad LINAOS Ay GKAA gl
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FIGURE 2
Opinions on the US - Taliban

3%

5%

m Negative
m Positive
Hopeful

Confused

When reflecting on the prospect dfie Taliban return to power, thirtper cent of participants

said that the Taliban might resume to their old behaviour, seen during their time in power.
Eighteen per cent of women patrticipants indicated a negative view of a Taliban return to power

as a reult of a peace agreement. The women noted that although some eXpéetd that the

Tali ban may be | ess opposed to women’'s freedc
|l earn their stance on women’s r irgwomentemnedwor Kk,

any such agreement “a deal of paper,” which h
ground in their daily lives.

3) How participants see the role of women in peace talks

The participants objected to the current minimal role of wami@ the peace process. Those
peacemakers interviewed insisted that women should be given full participation in the process,
as they can speak on behalf of the half of the population and can accurately reflect the realities
on the ground.

Participantsrek r at ed t hat al most all actors have adop
to the role of women in negotiations. Respondents concluded that women representing all ethnic
backgrounds and provinces should have a role in forging peace and buildinguhe df the

country. Women noted that inclusivity is essential to leading the country toward successful and
sustainable peace.

4) Rural-urban divide among women

The discussions also touched upon the division between rural and urban women. Participants
agreedthat women in Afghanistan are not a homogeneous entity: Socially and geographically
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they are different. However, research for this policy brief confirms that there is a great deal of
convergence in regard to wome n arsandraa areas. Alle e d s
the women who took part in the interviews and discussions agreed that rural women may not

have the same language as their sisters in large cities, but their needs are the same. Women in

rural settings, too, want to access healthcaervices, attain education, work and continue to

enjoy the option of civic engagement. Sagi Janasaidi L K|l @S y 24 3I2yS G2 aco
Y& RIFIdAKGSN 2 KIF@S | RA T TRehdding theTpossibiiN®a L & |
referendum on ay future peace deal, some participants pointed out that the rural women vote

has been a game changer in deciding recent electioriéence, they emphasized that they want

to continue to exercise their rights.

5) Local guarantors

According to dorty-yearold woman peacebuilder Gulmakai, many women, young girls and their
parents fear retaliation by insurgents after any ppstace settlement. She noted that if the pest
peace plan fails to mobilize guarantors at the local level, the peace might fail. Thisesultdn
regression to the previous situation where insurgents prevented her from sending her children
to school.

With regard to employment, almost all participants agreed that women should have free mobility
within their communities and continue workings their family cannot survive only men working.

Any peace deal that does not guarantee their freedom, access to education and employment will

not bear fruit, nor will it earn the support of more than half of the Afghan population. Durkhanai
stated thatshe and other women will never allow their daughters to remain only at home,
depriving them of continuing their education and work. She noted, S KI @S | 20 27F
our lives, but it will never be acceptable for me to depmiyedaughter, who is in grade teof

FdzNII KSNJ SRdzOF G A2y @€

All these women pointed to the current status of women across Afghanistan as a cause for
ongoing concern. For instance, they noted that women in areas under the Taliban influence still
face a terble situation; they are stoned to death, their schools are burnt and destroyed and they
have been subjected to violence and tortured, in both the Taliban and GolRA controlled areas.

Bibi Sailoforty-three-year-old woman from Balkh, statel & 2 K Sy id subfe& 1 any sort

of violence and harassment in the GolRA controlled areas, we can go and ask justice the relevant
governmental department. But when she is harassed or subject to violence in the Taliban
controlled areas, we do not know where tcEgas the Taliban do not have formal state structures

or settings.” This reinforces women’s concern
future peace may curtail their freedom to work, study, and being active members of society.
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C. The impact of insecurity and COVID-19 on women peacebuilders’
activities

The COVIA9 pandemic has infected millions of people around the globe, spreading with
alarming speed. The whole world continues to grapple with the growing humanitarian and
economic impact of the wis.

While the impact of the pandemic has been catastrophic worldwide, Afghanistan has been

di sproportionately affected due to its poor h
system has been stretched to breaking point by limited resouares medical personneland

poor ocial cohesion resulting from fortyears of war, alongside with a large influx of refugees
returning from Iran and Pakistan. In addition, continued violence combined with targeted attacks
against healthcare facilities teatens to reduce or prevent access to health services for millions

of Afghans, who need such services more than ever béfore.

The initial pandemic related shock followed by lockdown and quarantine measures restricted the
movement of all people, includingomen peacebuilders. The measures limited their ability to

engage with peers and continue their normal outreach following the signing of thaliti&n

peace agreement. As one women peacebuilders from Balkh province statedy G KS LJ YRS
restrictedoutr OGAGAGASAYT AG fa2 NBAIGNAROGSR GKS FoAf ]

The COVIA9 pandemic has also had a devastating economic impact. All participants reported
family members losing jobs and small businesses failed to maintain their markktdiamts.

To combat the adverse impact of the pandemic and avoid a human catastrophe, the GolRA has
launched several initiatives to assist impoverished communities. For instance, it initiated relief
schemes for poor Afghans, such as the distributionrefild across the country.

However, when asked whether they had received government support in their communities in
these difficult times, the majority of partic
packages that could have helped them twercome their financial obstées. Almost all
respondents (one hundred and forgixw o me n ) assessed Gol RA's rel
labelling them as ineffective in the fight against COY8D

Onewomansaidi ¢ KS& @i KS 32 0S NY YoSouiown ty fight BaRoyia2witiold f S F
I ye adadthshaldodinment and the Taliban claim to have helped people in areas under

their control and influence. However, the participants stated that they could not access many of

t he gover nmentacs lliadels haenadl tdhi d not benefit fr
intended to alleviate the economic and health related distress caused by the virus, such as the
aforementioned bread distribution initiative.
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Women peacebuilders also noted that their aceés health facilities was neaxistent; they did

not receive medical help, as the local medical facilities lacked necessary equipment to treat those
infected by the virus. Alone hundred and fifypar t i ci pant s di smi ssed t}
supportingfamilies in areas under their control and influence.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

The women of Afghanistan have played an active role in the political and social transformation
of the country. Despite the lack of recognition of women in rural and remote communities, they
have always held a critical role in local peacebuilding and digsblution. Since the end of the
Taliban rule, women have made real strides on the political, social, and economic fronts.

An increase in women’s participation at all I
these gains and ensuring a jund equal future for all citizens of Afghanistan. This participation
should reflect the diversity of women’s exper.
voices are heard.

Women living in the provinces and remote communities represent an untapped resource that
can be positively engaged in any pps&ace settlement, monitoring peace, fostering
development, and resolving local disputes in a way that ensures that Afghanistaes fooward.

Based on the research conducted for this policy brief, the following recommendations should be
implemented to improve the peace process and ensure that any resulting agreement is durable,
lasting, and reflects the priorities and needs oftboten and women:

1 Women should be involved at all levels of the peace processeduding during the post
peace agreement phase. They should be part of designing, implementing, and monitoring
the postpeace processes and development programme. Women ial and remote
communities have diverse experience that can complemenatwh offered by other
groups. Local women peacebuilders in local shuras, development councils and
associations can be identified and mobilized to play role in local peace processes,
including post peace community development, conflict resolution and reintegration
process.

1 The Afghan government and international community should fully invest in building
linkages between the urban and rural communitieShis will help to rally all Afgha
behind any peace process and make it a success. Joint consultations, planning meeting
involving distinctive roles for women in rural urban areas can help clearly define
convergence and networking as important elements.

1 Sufficient investment should be nde in building local capacityparticularly for women
mediators and peacebuilders, which will help women play a vital role in maintaining peace
on the povincial and national level¥Yomen peacebuilders in rural communities can be
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identified, trained in caflict management, ceasefire monitoring, and reintegration
processes to play more substantial role in peace and-peate agreement processes.

Reduction of violence should not be limited to international forces and the Talib@he

cessation of violence ust extend to local communities. Continuous violence in remote,
conflictprone provinces not only take the lives of women, but damages their capacity

and ability to help other women within their communities.

Transparency at all levels of peace talks excessary to build public confidenc&/omen

are important development and peace partners who should be engaged in this process.
Women at both provincial and national level should be involved as Peace Watchdogs that
contribute to Afghan owned peace outcoraed architecture.

Ddzt N} yiSSAy3a I 00Saa (2 SRdzOI GA2Y |yR SYLX 2
any peace agreement is not only a call from urban womdmnt a demand from local

women peacebuilders living in remote areas. These rights need to be gaadaby the

GoIRA and international partnersupporting the peace proces3.he future peace
agreement should clearly spell out women’s
education and work to ensure .women’s confi
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Appendix

JOINT STATEMENT FROM WOMEN PEACEBUILIDERS AND
MEDIATORS ON PROMOTING WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY IN
AFGHANISTAN

Kabul, 28 October 2020

We women from eight provinces of Afghanistan, which include remote districts devastated by
conflict, poverty, and neglect, call on all parties of war to commence a ceasefire and open the

path to genuine peace talks. We have come together in Kabul for #segbuilders and

medi ators national net working event organi zec
(AWEC), held as the worlgets ready to celebrate the twentietanniversary of UN Security

Council Resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325).

RECALLINGur commiment to promote peace at our homes, communities and country through
sowing seeds of peace, continuing to teach our young lessons on living together, creating
cohesive communities, and promoting friendship within our tribes and ethnic groups. We will
continue to mediate between parties in conflict in our own surroundings in order to promote a
peaceful environment for everyone, protect women and girls who are victims of violence, and
develop our sisterhood by lending a hand to those in need of safety aridgbian.

REAFFIRMINGur commitment to create flourishing, peaceful communities and eliminate
violence against women and girls, as reflected in our religion and the positive traditions and laws
that promote and protect our rights. We continue to fight isjice and those who would destroy

our peace and stability.

CONCERNERY the increasing and unprecedented threat posed by conflicts, and increasing
number of refugees and displaced persons, including women and children; and thi®ltvo
victimization of ourrommunity- by different sides in conflict, while our homes are bombed.

CALLING Otlie Government of Afghanistan, the Taliban, and International Community:

The Government of Afghanistan:

Transparent & Just InstitutionsBuild transparent, just and indive institutions that bring the
country together for genuine peace. We spent years suffering to our core to educate our girls
and boys, who today find themselves jobless. The youth of Afghanistan, both young men and
women, deserve an equal opportunity shiape the future of their country. Our institutions must

be committed to serve each and every Afghand ensuring transparency and just institutions
that address corruption will be crucial for the future of the country.
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Security and JusticeNational curity forces that mirror the communities they serve is better
prepared to protect the security and rights of its citizens. Security and justice sector should be
accessible to everyone, including women.

Education:Quality of education is highly comprased in our communities and girls and young
women face extreme hardship in accessing their right to education. Children do not enjoy an
environment conducive to academic success ame forced into classes of sixty to eighty
students, particularly in southra and eastern provinces. The situation has become even worse
in the aftermath of the first wave of COVID, with no textbooks and no teachers due to-tfis

that have slowed the reform process in educational system.

The Taliban:

Immediate CeasefireA ceasefire that comes immediately into effect is needed. Conflict makes
no party a winner. It is time to open the way to genuine peace, by committing to putting down
arms. When you are making peace, do not forget we women have paid the highest prices for th
war, and peace must include our voices, perspectives, rights, and participation.

Equality: Afghanistan is our common home and all ethnic and tribal groups have equal right to
live in this country. This right needs to be recognized and respected jpgrads to ensure that
a larger group of Afghan women and men participate in the peace process.

The Future of Our GirlsSome of us never had the chance to go to school. We have been raised

in wartime, but we want our girls to continue their education. @aughters are prevented from

attending schools and madras beyond grade six in some districts under your influence in
Kandahar and Paktia. Women teachers are not safe and receive threats because they work for
peace in their community. We need our daughteyhave access to full education and we want
women’' s and girls education to have a main p

The International Community:

Ensurethat regional countries remain committed to their promises on peace in Afgteamand
curtail any activities that fuel violence in our country.

Advocate for an immediate ceasefire and guarantees to reduce violerfdghan people are
paying too high a price amid recalelvel high violence.

{ dzLJLI2 NI OA @At & 2 O Adadvance intependehtSog<Icr peAc.? dzLJa
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AWEC, Karta-e- char, Kabul
0093702924869
Awec.kabul@awec.info
www.awec.info

htttp://www.facebook.com/
afghanwomensedudctionalcenter

htttps://twitter.com/AWEC1991

Afghan Women’s Educational Center

AWECS
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UN Women

Afghanistan Country Office
Kabul-Jalalabad Road,
UNOCA,

Kabul, Afghanistan
Twitter: @unwomenafghan

Facebook: @unwomenafghanistan
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